
Investing today for the 
success of tomorrowTo learn more:

spartanfund.net           
517-432-4610

Have you thought about leaving a legacy 
with Michigan State University?

By contributing to an athletic endowment, 
you not only impact the lives of Spartan 

student-athletes for generations, but will 
forever associate your name with MSU Athletics.It’s about more than just competition, it’s about the journey in the classroom 

and in the community for each student-athlete on their “quest for excellence”.

What makes an endowment unique and impactful?
Endowments are an investment into the future, providing perpetual financial support 
that increases over time.  By establishing an endowment, you forever associate your name 
or your family’s name with MSU Athletics while making a lasting philanthropic impact.

Support the future while leaving a permanent legacy.
Make a gift today and invest in their championship experience.

EARNING A WORLD-CLASS 
EDUCATION WHILE PLAYING 
THE SPORT THEY LOVE

ENDOWMENTS

Leaving a legacy
with MSU Athletics



The “Spartans for Life” Endowment Wall 
recognizes donors establishing an athletic 

endowment during Empower Extraordinary - 
the campaign for Michigan State. 

SCHOLARSHIP endowments allow 
student-athletes to pursue excellence in the 
classroom while playing the sport they love.  
Each year, MSU Athletics awards over 500 
Spartan student-athletes financial aid - $13 
million and rising - for tuition, room and 
board, and books.  These dollars are helping 
our Spartans earn a world-class education 
while preparing them for life beyond MSU.

PROGRAM endowments ensure perpetual 
support, laying the foundation for funding 
operational expenses that are so vital to build 
and sustain championship programs in all 25 
varsity sports.  A well-supported program 
endowment often differentiates a struggling 
program from a great program capable of 
consistently competing on a national level.

COACHING endowments assure that 
Spartan Athletics can meet and respond 
appropriately to the daily standards being set 
for intercollegiate coaching salaries.  It is vital 
that our elite coaches and their respective 
staffs remain fixtures in the MSU community 
as coaching continuity is so important to 
recruiting elite student-athletes.

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
Scholarship Naming Opportunities:
Position Scholarship:       $500,000 to fully endow
Athletic Scholarship:      $50,000 - $499,999
Ralph Young Endowment: Less than $50,000

Program Naming Opportunities:
Varsity Sport:         Starting at $1M to fully endow
Program Support:   $50,000 - $999,999

Coaching Naming Opportunities:
Head Football Coach:   $5 Million
Head Men’s Basketball Coach:  $5 Million
Head Ice Hockey Coach:  $2 Million
Head Women’s Basketball Coach: $2 Million
Head Coach, all other sports:  $1 Million
Assistant Coach - FB, MBB:  $1 Million
Assistant Coach - HKY:    $500,000

Donors contributing gifts of $50,000 or more (over 5 years) made to an endowment during Empower Extraordinary, 
the campaign for Michigan State, will have their names etched onto the “Spartans For Life” Endowment 
Wall (see above).  Located at the north end of Spartan Stadium, the endowment wall serves as a landmark for 
those wishing to leave a legacy and forever associate themselves with MSU Athletics.

In addition, individuals investing in a scholarship endowment are provided a profile of the student-athlete 
assigned to the endowment.  Periodically, MSU Athletics will host an event, providing the opportunity 
for donors to meet the Spartan student-athlete awarded their scholarship endowment
 and learn how their gifts are impacting today’s students.

RECOGNITION

Sport  NCAA Scholarship  Sport         NCAA Scholarship
(Men’s)  Limit   (Women’s) Limit
Baseball  11.7   Basketball 15.0  
Basketball 13.0   Crew  20.0 
Football  85.0   Field Hockey 12.0  
Golf  4.5   Golf  6.0 
Hockey  18.0   Gymnastics 12.0
Soccer  9.9   Soccer  14.0 
Swimming 9.9   Softball  12.0
Tennis  4.5   Swimming 14.0
Track  12.6   Tennis  8.0
Wrestling 9.9   Track  18.0
     Volleyball 12.0 
TOTALS  179.0   TOTAL  143.0

Scholarship endowment donors are 
provided the opportunity to meet 

their scholarship recipient

The Cost to Attend
Expenses  In-State     Out-of-State
Tuition & Fees  $15,646 $40,384
Room & Board $10,322 $10,322
Books & Supplies $1,108  $1,108
TOTAL   $27,076 $51,814
Annual cost, based on 15 credits per semester

 Did you know: 
 Endowments cover $1.5M of the $13M 
 cost of student-athlete scholarships?

HOW AN ENDOWMENT WORKS
GIVING to MSU Athletics is an excellent way to impact the quality of education student-athletes receive. Michigan State 
University’s endowment accounts are pooled and invested as one Common Investment Fund thru the MSU Foundation.  
A portion of this annual income is distributed in accordance with guidelines set by the donor.  The pool is invested over 
an infinite time horizon with the goal of maintaining the value in real terms, thus providing a steady flow of income in perpetuity.

MAKING AN ENDOWMENT GIFT
A $50,000 is the minimum gift required to establish a named endowment.  There are many ways to establish an endowment 
and the arrangements for every gift can be personalized to fit your specific desires.  Gifts of cash and securities are traditional 
forms of support.  In addition, making a planned gift via bequest, charitable remainder trust, or charitable gift annuity may 
allow you to make significant contributions that may not otherwise be possible during your lifetime.  

Suggested language for utilizing a planned gift:
“I give and devise to Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan, the sum of $_______ (or state percentage of estate) to be held, 
administered, and used by the Board of Trustees for support of Michigan State University’s Department of Intercollegiate Athletics. 
 I instruct that all of my charitable gifts shall be made, to the extent possible, from property that constitutes “income in respect of a 
decedent” as that term is defined in the Internal Revenue Code.”  

All endowment gifts are 100% tax-deductible.  For more information, contact the Spartan Fund at 517-432-4610.


